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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - NOVEMBER 8 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING FOR NOVEMBER 8, 

1976: 


Q. DO YOU KNOW WHETHER THE ADMINISTRATION— THE OUTGOING 
ADMINISTRATION-FEELS INHIBITED ABOUT LAUNCHING ANY NEW 
MIDDLE EAST EFFORT? TO PUT IT ANOTHER WAY: MUST ANY MAJOR 
MIDDLE EAST ACTIVITY AWAIT THE INAUGURATION OF THE NEW 
PRESIDENT? 

A. IT IS DIFFICULT FOR ME TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION 
SPECIFICALLY. AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE I DO NOT THINK IT 
IS DESIRABLE TO IDENTIFY THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE 
DECIDED AND THOSE WHICH MAY BE DEFERRED. SO WITHOUT ANY 
REFERENCE TO YOUR QUESTION, OR TO ANY OTHER SPECIFIC 
FOREIGN POLICY QUESTION, I THINK I WOULD SAY THAT IN 
GENERAL THE STATE DEPARTMENT WILL DO ITS UTMOST TO AVOID 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 275308 

PREEMPTING THE NEW ADMINISTRATION’S FLEXIBILITY FROM 
MAKING DECISIONS AFTER IT TAKES OFFICE ON ISSUES WHICH IT 
MIGHT WANT TO REVIEW. 

Q. SAY THAT AGAIN. 

A. WITHOUT ADDRESSING ANYTHING SPECIFIC. WHAT I HAVE 
SAID IS THAT IN GENERAL, WE WILL DO OUR UTMOST TO AVOID 
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PREEMPTING THE NEW ADMINISTRATION'S FLEXIBILITY FROM 
MAKING DECISIONS ON ISSUES WHICH IT MIGHT WANT TO 
REVIEW AFTER IT TAKES OFFICE. AND THIS IS WHAT IS 
REFLECTED AND IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SECRETARY'S 
INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL POSTS. AS WE SAID LAST WEEK. 

Q. WHAT DOES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH THE QUESTION MARVIN 
ASKED, THOUGH? ARE YOU (INAUDIBLE)? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. BUT THIS IS. IN GENERAL, 

THE GUIDELINE THAT WE ARE FOLLOWING. 

Q. WELL, I'LL TURN IT AROUND: IS THERE ANYTHING THAT YOU 
SEE DEVELOPING IN THE MIDDLE EAST THAT COULD REQUIRE 
ATTENTION WITHIN THE NEXT TWO MONTHS? 

A. TWO MONTHS IS A LONG TIME IN THE MIDDLE EAST. BUT AS 
OF TODAY, I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY INITIATIVE. BUT I AM NOT 
PRECLUDING IT. 

Q. I AM TOLD THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT MIGHT HAVE SOME 
COMMENT ON THIS STORY BY FINNEY, IN THE NEW YORK TIMES 
THIS MORNING, SAYING THAT NAVY AIDS NORTHRUP IN BID TO SELL 
IRAN ON NEW JET MODEL— ESPECIALLY SINCE IT IS ULTIMATELY 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT HAS TO DECIDE WHETHER SUCH 
SALES SHOULD GO FORWARD OR NOT. 

A. I CAN CONFIRM THAT THERE IS SUCH A PROPOSAL AND IT 
IS NOW BEING CONSIDERED IN THE SAME INTERAGENCY PROCESS 
THAT WOULD APPLY TO ANY OTHER SIMILAR PROPOSAL OF THIS 
ORDER. BUT NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. 
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Q. IS IT NOT THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT HAS TO MAKE THE 
FINAL DECISION? 

A. I THINK THERE IS AN INTERAGENCY GROUP THAT CONSIDERS 
SUCH APPLICATIONS, AND WITHIN THAT PROCESS VARIOUS 
AGENCIES MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS. BUT THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL, THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, I 
THINK, ALL MAKE THEIR POSITIONS KNOWN. KISSINGER 
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